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* Office of Board of Control for Leper Home, 

Room 305 Hennen Building, 
New Orleans, April 15, 1906. 

To Hi$ Excellency, N. G. Blanchard, Governor, and the Honor- 
able General Assembly of the State of Louisiana: 

The question of leprosy in Louisiana has received the oc- 
casional attention of physicians and of the local government ever 
fcince its first appearance under Spanish rule, and from time to 
lime temporary efforts have been made to check the spread of 
the disease. It was not until 1894, however, that statements of 
physicians aroused our people to some sense of the serious danger 
which threatened their welfare from the rapid and alarming in- 
crease of this terrible disease. A few lepers were then partially 
under the control of the city government in a lazaretto in New 
Orleans; but they were receiving no special treatment, were not 
properly isolated or cared for, and there yet remained unknown 
numbers at large to annul the feeble efforts made towards eradi- 
cation. The present Board of Control was then created by 
Joirislative act, and the first members were appointed in August, 
xl8^4. Leprosy was then generally believed to be incurable, and, 
therefore, in the drafting of the act and in the provision for the 
support of the Home less attention was paid to the scientific side 
of the question than to the humanitarian and sociological. This 
Board was given no police power and the boards of health were 
not instructed or authorized to investigate and commit cases of 
lrprosy, though another legislative act authorized the civil courts 
to apprehend and send to the Home, all adjudged lepers, and 
fixed a penalty against the harboring or concealing of cases. The 
Board of Control was empowered merely to house and support 
such lepers as were sent to the Home, and to give them such 
medical treatment as the means permitted. 

In our previous reports we have related the multifarious 
difficulties which met the Board on all sides — inadequate sup- 
port, insufficient legal provision for finding cases at large, popu- 
lar prejudice or popular apathy. Urged by the immediate neces- 
sity, the Board, after failing to secure a site in Orleans Parish or 
near it, established the Home on Indian Camp plantation, in 
Iberville Parish. This property was merely rented; and, there- 
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fore, permanent improvements would have been unwise, and the 
establishment of a complete sanitarium for the special scientific 
treatment and study of leprosy was impossible w r ith the small 
amount of money available. Frequent attempts were made to 
secure a convenient site that might be purchased, and almost 
every foot of ground within a radius of thirty miles about New 
Orleans was covered in the search. Finally came the opportunity 
to purchase Indian Camp, and the Board, with the approval of 
the Governor, concluded to buy the place and establish the Home 
permanently at its present location. 

We have now to report the completion of the purchase, the 
permanent Cvstablishment of the Leper Home, the erection of a 
modern sanitarium fully adequate to treat the disease, and also 
to state some very encouraging results. 

In 1894, when the first patients were removed from the laz- 
aretto in New Orleans to Indian Camp, almost all the conditions 
of the new Home were unfavorable to any successful treatment 
of leprosy. That portion of the property set apart for the use 
o>f the lepers was attractive, with its groves of large oak trees 
and its broad view of the Mississippi River, and the old plantation 
house, too, still retained in its dilapidation something of its for- 
mer dignity ; but only a small portion of it was available for ad- 
ministrative purposes, for the portico and galleries were falling, 
tke roof was a wreck, slates broken and copper work stolen, floors 
i i several rooms of the second story had fallen, and mantels and 
window frames were mostly missing. The seven cabins which 
were the only available quarters for the patients were entirely 
unsuitable for the purposes of the institution, but they were 
patched up sufficiently to house the first patients and repaired 
again and again as money could be obtained. 

Owing to lack of funds and failure to secure a permanent 
site for the Home, progress was extremely slow for the next 
eight years; the only improvement which the Board was able to 
make being the erection of a frame building to be used as a 
general dining-room and kitchen for the patients. 

In 1902 the dilapidation of all the old buildings on the place 
hfd reached such an extreme state and the discomfort of the 
crowded patients had become so serious that it was found im- 
perative to erect three new cottages for female patients, al- 
though the property was only rented, not owned by the State. 
In planning these- buildings the Board determined to make them 
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the nucleus for a modern sanitarium, equipped with means neces- 
sary to the special treatment of leprosy. These three cottages 
were buijt arid furnished in modern hospital style, with wide halls, 
bath and toilet-rooms, and containing nineteen single bedrooms 
altogether. The appropriation at the time not being enough to 
cover cost of larger buildings 4 , the mistake was made to utilize 
the attics for the storage of patients ' clothing and bedding, which 
n istake should be remedied as soon as possible by taking one 
room in each of said three cottages for a locker-room after the 
building of a new twelve-room cottage in the female enclosure. 
The furniture was kindly contributed by donations from good 
friends of the Home, steel beds and springs, mattresses of best 
quality, glass-top tables, rockers and roller chairs, as acknowl- 
edged in our 1904 report. 

To furnish an abundant supply of hot and cold water, so 
necessary in the treatment of the disease, a 45-horsepower boiler, 
pump, piping, granular filter of 20,000 gallons daily capacity and 
*? tank of 12,000 gallons capacity elevated to forty feet were 
■elected. To obtain the necessary supply when the water in the 
river is at low level, a 10-horsepower portable boiler and pump 
were located on the batture in front of the Home. 

A temporary operating room and laboratory were estab- 
lished and partially equipped for the scientific work, which shoul J 
be one of the most important features of the institution. 

A small' cottage for the physician and chaplain was aLx> 
erected. 

When the Legislature of 1904 authorized and appropriated 
funds for the purchase of the property, the option already se- 
cured was closed, but innumerable complications in the chain of 
title and dilatoriness on the part of the owners in France de- 
layed the passing of the act of sale until December 21, 1905, when 
the Attorney General approved the title and the Leper Home be- 
came at last the property of the State. 

For the sum of $8,200 the Board purchased, with the ap- 
proval of the Governor, the tract of 358 85-100 acres, 3,570 feet 
front on the Mississippi River, 4.138 feet on the upper line, and 
4,915 feet on the lower line, running back to a filled-up canal 3,547 
f i et on the rear line, including all the buildings, old and new, on 
the Indian Camp plantation, the original mansion house alone, 
h a renovated state, being worth double the cost of the entire 
j- r operty. 
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In the spring of 1905, the Board engaged Messrs. Mackenzie- 
& Goldstein, architects c&f New Orleans, to draw plans for the 
new improvements, funds having been provided by the Legisla- 
tures of 1900 and 1904. 

The general contract, approved by the Governor, was 
awarded to Messrs. Mujr & Fromherz, and the heating contract 
to C. C. Hartwell Company, of New Orleans. 

These improvements are as follows : 

Four new cottages of twelve rooms each, to house male pa- 
tients, now practically completed, designed along the most scien- 
tific lines of hospital-building. A hard non-absorbent acme ce- 
ment covers the walls and ceilings; each room, as well as the 
» wide corridor, is separately ventilated and heated by a direct- 
indirect system of steam heating; this system provides for a 
controllable intake of fresh air by means of registers, which is 
allowed to pass over steam pipes and thus keep a mild circula- 
tion of pure warmed air to suit the condition of the patient. . 

Especial care has been devoted to the bath and toilet-room in 
each cottage, as it is here that the leper washes and disposes of 
waste, and the problem here was to prevent any possibility of in- 
fection; the floor is cemented and drained, the fixtures are 
enamel, and each fixture is vented and revented. 

A special locker-room answers the purpose of ridding the 
patients ' rooms of unnecessary' bedding and articles of clothing. 
Each patient has a locker and case; in the locker is kept his: 
change of clothing, and in the case his bedding. In this way 
the clean linen is distributed to the individual lockers instead of 
being stored in the patients' bedrooms and offering means of 
germ transmission. 

An important improvement is the clinic building, so planned 
that the operating room is lighted by two ample windows and a. 
skylight; here the floor is cemented &nd drained. In connection 
with this room are sterilizing rooms equipped with sanitary wash- 
stands that are operated by foot-cocks. The clinic is equipped 
also with a pharmacy room, and separate . rooms for the sexes. 

These five buildings make an effective group; they are de- 
signed with projecting eaves and are covered on the exterior with 
a hard rough stucco. There is a covered portico connecting the 
porches and making it possible for a patient to walk or be con- 
veyed under cover from any building to another — to the clinic or 
tc the dining-room. This portico also extends on the other side 
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-f the line which separates the. quarters of the male and female 
.patients, and joins the "three cottages built in 1902 and 1903 for 
female patients to the clinic and dining-room buildings. 

The old Indian Camp plantation mansion is being restored to 

a safe and habitable condition. The columns of the portico are 

ir.ade to act as functional supports ; girders are made to support 

-galleries that were hanging in space; brickwork is repaired, and 

a coat of paint applied to all the woodwork to keep it in sound 

condition. Part of the upper story of this building is occupied 

by the six devoted Sisters of Charity stationed here, and the 

h-wer floor is used for dining-room, kitchen, storerooms and by 

employes. 

The building used for dining-rooms and kitchen for patients 
has been moved to a ceftlteal position on the dividing line sepa- 
rating the sexes, and sixty feet from the clinic building. It is 
more fully realized after moving that its condition is such that 
either a considerable sum must be expended for painting and 
repairing or that a new and better building be constructed at a 
«M;st of about $3,000, providing for better kitchen facilities and 
much larger dining-rooms that will surely be required within the 
next two years. 

There are forty-four patients now at the Home, twenty-six 

white males, thirteen white females, two colored males and three 

-colored females. When the Home is fully equipped and the 

facilities become generally known the number of inmates will 

tp crease perhaps to a hundred. 

As soon as possible after the four new cottages are ready 
for occupancy it is the intention of the Board to demolish the un- 
sightly and unsanitary old cabins, so long overcrowded with our 
male patients, to their great discomfort, and patched again and 
again until they are but reminders of past helplessness. 

The State Leper Home is now permanently established, a 
most satisfactory beginning has been made, and it already com- 
pares favorably with any of the kind in the world. The State is 
provided with an institution in which lepers will receive better 
♦crre for their peculiar disease than among their own families. 

Effort has been made to provide some of the cheer and com- 
fort of a home as well as the more practical benefits of a hospital 
for the inmates, and now the hope of a permanent cure can be 
held out with certainty in many cases. 
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A serious consideration of previous conditions and a visit to 
the Home should convince anyone that a long step has been taken 
toward the extinction of leprosy in Louisiana, which surely can 
be accomplished by segregating all .lepers, curing the more fa- 
vorable cases, ameliorating the condition of others, and prevent- 
ing all from being a source of danger. That even the inadequate 
equipment hitherto at our disposal has been already productive 
,of excellent results through the efforts of our visiting physician, 
Dr. Ralph Hopkins, and our consulting leprologist, Dr. Isadore 
Dyer, will be shown by their reports of three complete cures and 
the remarkable improvement of all cases which have been to any 
extent susceptible to treatment. 

It can be readily seen that the Home is now prepared to give 
the most thorough special treatment to all cases that may be 
brought to it, and that the most encouraging hopes may now be 
held out to those afflicted with this formerly supposed incurable 
disease. Thus the opportunity is now positively offered, not 
only to relieve the public of a most serious danger by segre- 
gating lepers who threaten the health of the community by their 
unrestrictedmingling with others, but also- to offer to the patients 
themselves more special care than they could receive elsewhere, 
and a greater and more certain hope than has ever been given 
them. 

To accomplish this end, no amount of money or personal 
effort would be misspent. The foundation has already been laid 
and the work begun along lines which have already produced 
more successful results than might have been expected so soon 
from the partial equipment which has been attained and against 
s> many disadvantages; but the greater part of the work yet re- 
mains to be done. Not only must provision be made for a num- 
ber of patients several times larger than that already in ihe 
Home, but, more adequate provision for the support and medical 
treatment of the cases now in charge must be made. Our cash, 
statement will show that our expenses, though reduced to the 
most economical basis, already exceed the present appropriation, 
and the amount of $15,000 per annum will be absolutely needed 
for the ordinary maintenance of the Home, without allowing for 
further improvements or extension of the scope of the work. 

But further improvements are also of absolute necessity. 
Another twelve-room cottage, costing about $5,000 complete, will 
be needed very shortly for female patients. The interior of the 
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old plantation house needs new flooring, plastering and, if pos- 
sible, complete renovation. 

Perhaps the most pressing and important- immediate need 
is for a strong and high steel fence to surround the enclosure in 
which the patients' quarters have been established. A fence is 
required to prevent venturesome patients from leaving the prem- 
ises at night and endangering the community and threatening the 
success of the Home by clandestine excursions about the neigh- 
boring country. Such patients return, of course, or are sent 
back by the authorities ; but the danger from such conduct can- 
rot be exaggerated. This has already become a most serious 
evil, and recent complaint has been made by the officials of 
Iberville Parish, A committee of four elected by the patients 
from their own number has petitioned that a high steel fence be 
put up entirely surrounding their enclosure, but allowing as 
much space as possible for their needs. A tract of at least thirty 
acres must be apportioned as an enclosure for lepers, to allow 
some space for the raising, of chickens and the cultivation of 
small plots Of vegetables and flowers, as a recreation and bene- 
ficial occupation. It should never be forgotten that the Leper 
Home cannot be merely a hospital in the ordinary sense of that 
word, but must be a home as we\] ; for many patients will neces- 
sarily remain for years, and the mental and physical benefits of 
open-air exercise, as well as the practical utility of their small 
labors, are sufficient reasons for allowing them as much room as 
possible, especially as some of the patients are destined to spend 
their lives w r ithin that enclosure. To include within this plot all 
the buildings occupied or used by the patients, to allow for the 
erection of other buildings as new inmates come, and to give 
space for recreation and exercise, about 6,000 feet of fencing will 
be needed, at the estimated cost of about $8,000, as the fence 
must be high and strong. 

Furthermore, the present 45-horsepower boiler has not suffi- 
cient capacity to heat and supply water for all the buildings now 
on the place; besides, an additional boiler is needed if only to 
guard against accident. The .Board has asked for bids for a 
new 70-horsepower boiler and another pump, which together will 
cost about $1,100 delivered and installed. 

About $800 w r ill be required for a refrigerating plant and 
ice machine. At prices now charged by the ice trust, we will 
have to pay $250 annually for but a part of the ice which we 
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need for the sick and for. the preservation of milk, butter, fresh? 
meats and other perishable articles. 

Two very urgent needs are drainage and the screening of* 
the houses against mosquitoes. To anyone familiar with local* 
eruditions on the "Island," the sanitary value of proper drain- 
age requires no further argument. At the Leper Home this need 1 
is very great for the comfort and welfare of the patients and 
the Sisters who share their lot. The presence of swamps and 
rice fields at no great distance, and the condition of the canal on 
the rear line of the Home property, preventing any drainage at 
all, cause an infliction of mosquitoes which makes life almost in- 
supportable to patients, Sisters and employes after dark. In 
addition to the discomfort, the known harm which may be caused 
by the disease-transmitting qualities of at least two species of" 
mosquitoes should make an appropriation for screening and 
drainage seem as necessary to members of the Legislature as to 
the patients themselves, for the screening of the houses in the 
settlement is of fuily as much importance to the nearby com- 
munity as to the inmates. The Board has already asked for 
bids for screening with material that will last. We estimate from 
$700 to $800, according to the number of openings we decide not 
to screen. 

A steam laundry, at an estimated cost of about $1,600, 
should be installed. At present, and in order to lessen the danger 
to employes, some of the patients themselves do as much of the 
washing as they are able. It is needless to remind the Assembly 
that this work is often difficult for invalids, and that a steam 
laundry would make more effective the Board's attempt to es- 
tablish complete sanitation, and thus to eliminate the possibilities 
cf infection and reinfection. 

There should also be an amount of about $800 appropriated 
for a lighting plant, to light both the grounds and the buildings 

Fire lines and hose, to guard against danger of loss from 
fire, should now be put in, since valuable buildings have 'been 
erected. The Board has never been able to do this, nor has iL 
been able to pay the insurance premiums charged upon country 
property. The cost of fiije lines and hose is estimated at $600. 

The accompanying cash statement of the Secretary of the 
Board shows sums already expended for site and improvement. 
Amounts yet due upon the final completion of present contraets v 
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*as well as the further needs of the Home, are summarized as 
.follows: 

6,000 Feet high and strong fencing $ 8,000 00 

Renovating interior administration building 2,000 00 

One new 12-room cottage complete 5,000 00 

New dining-room and kitchen building. . . .* 3,000 00 

70-Horsepower boiler and pump delivered and in- 
stalled 1,100 00 

Ice machine and refrigerator 800 00 

Lighting plant 800 00 

Steam laundry 1,600 00 

Fire lines and hose 600 00 

Screening 700 00 

Drainage 1,000 00 

Balances due on existing contracts as follows: 

Muir & Fromherz $5,002 50 

€. C. Hartwell Co., Ltd 795 00 

Mackenzie & Goldstein 120 94 

Jung & Sons Coal Co., 4,000 barrels coal 

delivered at boiler-house 1,660 00 

$7,578 44 

Deducting cash on hand 2,070 96 

5,507 48 

Total requirements $30,107 48 

We therefore ask for appropriation at this session of $30,000 
for improvements and $15,000 per annum for the regular main- 
tenance and daily support of the institution. 

We most urgently request the appropriation of these amounts 

in full, feeling that the money could not be better expended for 

the public good. The work of the Home, even with its hitherto 

incomplete equipment and against almost insurmountable obr 

stacles, has already been effective along the lines of policy now 

definitely established. Dangerous cases may be safely isolated 

for the protection of the community; cases have been definitely 

cured; others are on the road to recovery, and many more have 

been benefited and relieved of suffering. The Leper Home is no 

longer a place of gloom where a patient might expect nothing 

but imprisonment and exclusion from the life of his fellows for 

the rest of his days. It is now not only a home and a refuge, 

but a bright, comfortable and effective sanitarium, prepared to 

■give better special treatment than a patient could find elsewhere, 
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and to offer very definitely a greater hope than even the most 
sanguine dared dream of until recently. 

An appropriation of $30,000 will complete the improve- 
ments planned and equip the Home for its work of eradicating 
leprosy from this community; and $15,000 per annum for main- 
tenance will assure the comfort of these inmates under its care 
and in a measure fulfill the duty which the State owes to its 
afflicted in partial compensation for withdrawing them from the 
ordinary life of their fellows, through no fault of their own, but 
chiefly for the protection of those who are more fortunate than- 
themselves. ' Respectfully submitted, 

Albert G. Phelps, President. 
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CASH STATEMENT. 

Receipts and expenditures from April 15th, 1904, to April 15th, 
1906, for support, improvements and site of Leper Home for the 24 
months ending March 31st, 1906: 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand April 15th, 1904 $ 8 24 

Appropriation for support x 24,000 00 

Appropriation for improvements, Act 61 of 1900 20,000 00 

Appropriation for improvements, Act 114 of 1904 9,000 0-) 

Appropriation for site, Act 114 of 1904 8,400 00 

Donations — 

From Southern Can Co $ 25 00 

From Police Jury Iberville Parish 100 00 

Fronr Mrs. C. M. Aiken 5 00 

From Deputy Sheriff Lambert 8 00 

From unknown 2 00 

From Mrs. Herwick 5 00 

From N. U. & I,. K 5 00 

From jurors and attorneys Louisiana Railroad & 

Navigation Co. vs. Xavier Realty Co 20 00 

From Dr. Hensley 10 00 

From Miss Kate Backer 2 60 

From John Lynch 100 00 

From Mrs. Strange 500 00 

From Mrs. Dupaty 5 00 

From unknown friend 10 00 

From patients and employees 16 00 

From a friend 5 00 

From a friend *. 3 00 821 60 

$62,229 84 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Bread $ 894 78 

Clothing and dry goods 1,022 00 

Employees at Home 5,343 40 

Salary visiting physician 2,400 00 

Salary secretary 1,200 00 

Feed 379 ^2 

Freight '. 722 46 

Fruit and vegetables 748 24 

Fuel 1,984 28 

General Expenses at Home 121 44 

Groceries and meats 6,783 79 

Harness and wagons 60 10 

Hauling and ierryage 68 f>5 

House furnishings and hardware.- 765 72 

Ice : 290 90 

Live stock 118 40 

Medical supplies 1,130 45 

Rent 399 33 

Sisters' clothing 1,700 00 

Stationery and stamps . : 174 35 

Traveling expenses 177 45 

Telephone at Island P. 62 58 

Total for support 24 months $26,547' 64 

Improvements and repairs 25,073 64 

Site 8,537 60 

Cash on hand 2,070 96 

$62,229 84 
Balances due on existing contracts — 

To Muir & Fromherz $5,002 50 

To C. C. Hartwell Co., Ltd 795 00 

To Mackenzie & Goldstein 120 94 

To Jung & Sons Coal Co., 4,000 barrels coal de- 
livered at power house 1,660 00 



$7,578 44 

JOHN F. POLLOCK, 

Secretary. 
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JOINT REPORT OP THE VISITING PHYSICIAN AND CONSULTING 
LEPROLOGIST TO THE LOUISIANA LEPER HOME. 

■ ' 

Realizing the importance of existing conditions at the Home, im- 
pressed with points of interest in the medical history, and desiring 
to convey a comprehensive idea of the medical and sanitary needs 
and work, we, as visiting and consulting medical advisers to the ' 
Home, have decided to submit a joint report to the Honorable Board 
©f Control. 

Some History — Ten years have elapsed since the first medical 
report was made, and in that time the entire aspect of. the medical 
features of the Home has changed. From an entire absence of con- 
sideration of the possible relief of the physical condition of. the leper, 
the past four years have witnessed a systematic attempt at treat- 
ment of leprosy with the result that three patiens have been dis- 
charged as cured of his disease. The comparison of the period with 
the preceding ten years' records show that not only has a marked 
improvement occurred in the medical conditions among the patients, 
tout in addition the mortality rate has actually been materially re- 
duced. Whatever achievement may have been arrived at has been 
under adverse conditions and only by the aid of a marked courage in 
the patients, a constant attention from the Sisters of Charity and 
the natural favorable environment, fresh air and sunshine as found 
at the Home. The possibilities ior the future are even greater, for 
with improved facilities in a sanitary and hygienic way as .afforded 
by the new buildings, bath conveniences and domestic arrangements, 
the effect upon the morale of the patients will aid materially in 
establishing better conditions of health. 

Obligations of Legislature — The problem of leprosy control in the 
State of Louisiana has but begun and the serious attaqk upon the 
evil must be comprehended by the people at large as well as by the 
Legislature, for while an earnest , and efficient Board of Control has 
done much to • fulfill the purposes of their creation, the support of 
the medical profession, the people at large, the leper himself, must 
so influence the Legislature as to impress the need of ample appro- 
priation for certain specific ends which should be met. 

The United States Government is not ready to take charge of 
the leprosy question at home, although the Hawaiian Islands have 
been amply provided for in this particular. 

It has been shown that every Gulf State has certain cases of 
the disease; New York and San Francisco have each a large number 
of recognized cases and almost every interior city of any size ex- 
periences a few cases from time to time. At regular intervals re- 
quests for admission to the Home are made, indicating the need of 
a national asylum. With the growing intercourse between the United 
States and the countries of Central, South America and Mexico, the 
likelihood of additional infection is increased. 
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In Louisiana itself the disease continues to spread, as evidenced 
by the recent cases admitted to the Home. Almost all of them show 
evidences of recent outbreak of the disease, and it is also well 
known that certain centers of original infection have as yet not been 
investigated by the health authorities. More than this, the absence 
of any restriction or due authority at the Home itself has occasioned 
frequent absconding of the inmates, who, even if apprehended and 
returned to the Home, have in the meantime been active sources 
for the further spread of the disease. The personnel of the Board 
of Control is largely civilian, interested almost entirely in the man- 
agement of the Home, and at no time authorized to attempt the 
investigation of the disease outside. 

It is opportune for us to suggest to the Legislature that a special 
commission be appointed to investigate the disease throughout the 
State so as to ascertain the points of its occurrence, the exact loca- 
tion of cases at large. Further, they should be vested with proper 
-authority to obtain the co-operation of health boards in every parish 
in the State. 

Results of Treatment — The Louisiana Leper Home offers remark- 
able advantages for the treatment of the disease, as evidenced in the 
appended analytic tables, which show the results obtained. More 
than this, the domestic care, ample provision for the best of food 
and nursing, and an ideal country life, all afford exceptional health 
conditions which add greatly to the success in the medical achieve- 
ments. 

No pains have been spared by the medical staff to further modern 
treatment of the disease, and rational methods have been followed 
and experimental suggestions . have been avoided. In 'other parts 
of the world different ideas of treatment have been born and have 
passed into disuse because of lack of results. The "leprolin" of 
Dr. Rost, or Rangoon, India, produced considerable results, but the 
author of this serum treatment has himself announced that the 
Tesults were not permanent and that his first hopes were unfulfilled. 

X-Ray Apparatus Needed — The logical application of X-Ray treat- 
ment as first practiced by Gilchrist of the United States Army, and 
afterwards employed by the army surgeons in the Philippines, urges 
its further use, and we believe that, this equipment should be at once 
established at the Leper Home. In a series of about a dozen cases 
all evidence of the disease were removed by the X-Ray treatment as 
employed in the Philippines. 

The ingenious theory was suggested that by the local destruction 
of leprous tubercles the X-Ray established in the site of the tubercle 
a mass of dead bacilli and detritus, which together were carried into 
the blood, thus forming an actual force which acts as an antitoxin 
to.pther nests of bacilli, located in the internal organs and even at 
other points in the skin itself. We believe that even if this theory 
be at fault that the X-Ray treatment at the Home will materially aid 
our present methods by hastening the removal of external evidences 
of the disease. . . 
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Some Conclusions — Leprosy has prevailed in Louisiana, certainly 
since 1778, and perhaps longer, varying in form. The "mixed" type- 
of the disease, when both skin and nerve are involved, is the most 
common, as is true in all active centers of the disease. Besides ,this- 
form, we have to remark the pure skin leprosy, or the "tubercular" 
form, and the "maculo-anesthetic," or the intermediary form. The 
pure nerve leprosy, or the "trophic" type, is less frequent, and the 
"mutilating" form of the disease rather uncommon. In old coun- 
tries, with centuries of history of history, this last is the usual form,, 
in most cases showing very little evidence of the bacilli, which here 
seem to seek the sequestered sites afforded by the nerve sheaths and 
nerve centers. This is the more fortunate from the therapeutic stand- 
point, as the active cases are more responsive to treatment and at 
the worst are rapid in their fatal course, although the active types 
are certainly the more dangerous from the point of contagiousness. 

The Louisiana Leper Home has attracted considerable attention 
abroad among students of the disease. Lepra, the International" 
Journal of Leprosy, which is the mouthpiece of advanced leprologists 
the world over, reprinted the medical reports in the last (1904) Board 
report in full. Frequent inquiry from all parts of the world is made 
as to results and methods, and now and then some student of leprosy- 
finds his way to the Home. The United States Public Health and 
Marine Hospital Service recently directed Dr. Walter R. Brinckerhoff 
to study our Home and the methods, sanitary, hygienic and medical, 
before starting for Honolulu, where he was sent to establish a hos- 
pital and laborataory for the study of the disease. It is a fact that 
all the world recognizes the Home as one of the few institutions-, 
where the care and treatment of -the disease is a success. 

Unusual opportunity has been afforded for the observation of un- 
usual symptoms in leprosy and we have noted the peculiar suscepti- 
bility of our patients to a specific fever which appears from time to 
time, and which we here note as "lepra fever." A similar condition 
has been described by Dr. Cooper in the Molokai settlement, but so 
different from our observations as to justify our noting our observa- 
tions here. 

Lepra Fever — This type of fever differs from the type usually de- 
scribed among' the prodromal symptoms of leprosy in its much 
severer character, in a higher range of temperature, in the character 
of the lesions thaf always accompany it, in the type ot cases and 
in the different stages of the disease in which it occurs. 

The duration is variable, the attacks being self-limited, lasting 
usually from one to five or six weeks. The onset is marked by the 
appearance of a new eruption of tubercles of a curious character 
different from the chronic tubercles characteristic of leprosy. These 
tubercles are evanescent, appearing in successive croDs, and while 
individual tubercles fade and disappear, others are formed in dif- 
ferent locations, so that the characteristic lesions are found dur- 
ing the entire course of the fever. The uniform coincidence of occur- 
rence of the fever and the eruption, and their coincident disappear- 
ance, argue very strongly a relation of cause and effect, the prob- 
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"ability being that the fever is simply the "expression of systematic 
intoxication due either to a more rapid or more virulent bacillary 
development. It is usual after an attack of the lepra fever for there 
to be an improvement in the general condition, even the old perma- 
nent tubercles in locations net affected by the new eruption showing 
a tendency, more or less permanent, towards resolution. A possible 
explanation is the generation of an antitoxin during these periods of 
exacerbations. The height of the febrile reaction is proportional 
to the extent and severity of the eruption, the temperature ranging 
from 100 degrees in a mild case to 104 degrees, or even higher, in a 
severe one. A chart shows an irregularity very closely resembling 
that of septic infection. 

The chief points of difference between the tubercles which char- 
acterize this form of fever and those that are found as perinanent 
evidences of leprosy, are the evanescent character of the former, 
their greater degree of inflammation and their occurrence on parts 
of the body not so liable to show the chronic tubercles. There is 
one case on record, which proved fatal, in which the tubercles sup- 
.purated, so great was the associated inflammation. 

The occurrence of this fever has so far been noted only in 
mixed or tubercular cases, and in these at irregular intervals. Some 
cases show as many as two or three attacks during the year, throujgh- 
out the entire course of the disease, the advanced and terminal cases 
heing more liable than the incipient. 

The line of treatment that has given, the best results has* been the 
administration of arsenic in the form of Fowler's solution in increas- 
ing doses until as much as fifteen drops are being given at a dose. 
The eruption has been found usually to fade under this treatment, 
and with the disappearance of the tubercles the fever subsides. 

Causes of Death — Hillis very carefully related the causes of death 
in leprosy as being diarrhoeaa, nephritis, septicemia, pneumonia and 
marasmus, or general debility. We have noted that in the Home, 
patients who progress to a fatal end usually succumb as a result of 
marasmus, septicemia, general paralysis, dysentery, nephritis, tuber- 
culosis (pulmonary), lepra fever and heart failure, in the order named. 

Sanitary Needs— As the best qualified to observe the sanitary 
conditions of. the Home we may- be permitted to consider this phase 
here. 

There are certain essential features connected with the Home 
that we believe require attention. With the new buildings, the gen- 
eral conditions are bound to be improved, but acknowledging the 
usual spread of leprosy through the surroundings of lepers, we 
feel that every effort should be made to reduce the dangers for 
those who are exposed. Either all refuse of all sorts should be 
cremated or else carried to a closed vault, deeply situated, and 
wfbh deep tile drains carried fully thirty to forty feet away so 
as to bury deep the accumulations from the excretions, bath residue^ 
etc., of the sick. 
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Absconding of Patients — The Home is now long enough established 
to justify the opinion that it is a success, but the review of the 
records shows an unusually large number of dissatisfied inmates. 
This is evident by the note of their absconding. There is naturally^ 
an atmosphere of depression in such a colony as the Home presents, 
but actual conditions scarcely justify so frequent an attempt to- 
escape from them. Something is at fault. Examination of the con- 
ditions show that no excuse or reason can be found in either the- 
domestic care or medical treatment, so it remains that it is purely 
a question of morale. Observation has demonstrated that the most 
frequent source of dissatisfaction arises after the visits of relatives; 
often the patient seizes the opportunity to escape under the imme- 
diate care of such a visitor. The effect upon those who remain is 
also bad, as this encourages others to a like desire to, escape. 

As yet no effort has been made to search out the absconders. 
Occasionally the leper returns voluntarily, or if detected in the neigh- 
borhood is brought back. 

We believe that restriction should be placed upon visitors, who- 
should not have free entry in the Home, but either all visiting should 
be stopped or such should be allowed in the presence of an attendant 
or employee of the Home itself. More than this, a permit should b^ 
obtained by all intending visitors from the Board and a record should 
be kept of the residence of all such aapplicants in order that abscond- 
ing may be prevented by prompt investigation of visitors. 

Analysis of Medical Work and Results — We have drawn up a 
series of tables, which will show the status of each patient admitted 
since the Home was established in 1894. Comparative analyses are 
also submitted, which we trust may be interesting to the Board of 
Control and to the Legislature, and which we know will prove of 
some value to students of the diseases. 
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TABLE II.— DEDUCTIONS. DRAWN FROM TABLE I. 

The analysis of the list of 101 case3 will show a number of points 
of interest and importance. 

Cases. 

There were admitted from December 1, 1894, to December 1, 1899 41 

From December 1, 1899, to December 1, 1904 47 

From December 1, 1904, to April 28, 1906 13 

Of these cases the types are represented as follows: 

Mixed 54 

Trophic : 11 

Tubercular 16 

Macular anesthetic 20 

Mutilating; this case was originally "mixed" (1) 



101 
(1) The cases fulfilled the following results': 

Cases. 

Died 40 

Absconded ] if- 

Discharged cured 3 

Remaining at the Home 41*. 

101 

Deaths from December 1, 1894, to December 1, 1899 16 

Deaths from December 1, 1899, to December 1, 1904 21 

Tteaths from December 1, 1904, to April 28, 1906 3 

Treatment Employed — In 1894, regular and systematic treatment 
was established directed at the disease, consisting of ichthyol, chlorate 
of potash, strychnine, salicylate of soda, chaulmoogra oil, arsenic, etc. 
In 1896, the office of resident physician was done away with and the 
Board construed the purpose pf the Institution purely as one of 
asylum and not as a hospital. As a result the. treatment of leprosy 
from 1896 to 1902 'was made subsidiary. Some of the inmates were 
permitted to continue their treatment, without any particular medical 
direction, however. 

Since 1902 systematic treatment has been followed and with 
marked results; results which are creditable to the Institution and 
every one connected with it. 

An examination of the tables and of the records of the Home 
show that various treatment has been followed. The best results 
have seemed to follow the treatment with chaulmoogra oil and 
strychnine, and the three patients discharged as cured all followed 
this treatment thoroughly. 

The method of treatment followed at the Home is one, of nutri- 
tion, and that if a resistance can be established in the individual 
patient, the disease will disappear. Leprosy is recognized by us as 



